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AF-S VR Zoom-Nikkor IF-ED
70-200mm 1:2,8G|

© Michael Weber

+ vary good optics

+ axcellent finish

+ amazingly fast and silent AF
+ perfect tripod mount

+ VR featura

"Oh, what have we got hera?" my wife reproachfully asked me when she discoverad
tha huge golden box with the inscription AF-5 VR Zoom-Nikkor 70-200 1:2.8 G IF-ED
in my study. "My new warkhorse with image stabilizer te reduce vibratiens", | replied
wheraupen she disdainfully countered: *Vibrations?2 Are you really that bad off
already&l®

Sensing that words ware getting me nowhere | decided to ignore her last statement
and started unpacking my new baby. Lightweight, lean and very comforiable te held
ware my first imprassions. The die-cast magnaesium alloy feals coaler and more
axpansive than the plastic coafing of Niken's early AF-5 lenses. On my D1X AF speed
seams o have been considerably increased compared to its predecessor, the

AF-5 80-200,/2.8 D. This new lens also renders a wondarful bokeh in out-of-focus
areas. |t is easy to handle and operate, moving the rings for zoom and focus is sheer
delight. The removable rotating tripod cellar is Nikon's intelligent answer to growing
criticism of fripod collars of earlier lenses, such as the AF VR B0-400/4.5-5.6 and the
AF-5 300/4. The missing aperture ring doesn't bother me as | have learnt te control
aperture via the front dial since | baught my F5.



Maxt etop: Optice. | woe especially interosted in a comparieon with my trusted

AF-5 80-200/2.8 D and ifs parformance in combination with a TC-20E ot 420mm.
Wall, wheraaos at B0mm my AF-3 80-200/2.3 is slightly batter, ot 200mm results ara
slightly in favour of the 70-200,2.E. Vignetting, too, is controlled a little bit better in
the new lens, but this has bacome a miner problem anyway due to the cop factor

of Mikon's D-5LEs. As a conclusion tha differances batween the two AF-5 zooms seam
o be 0 minor issus and do not justify on upgrade meraly for optical reazons.
Heowaver, the silualion changes complately if an axender ie attachad. Suddanly the
70-200 outparforms the 80-200 at 400mm both wide open and stopoad down to
1/11. Thus | was thinking of trading in even my VR 80-400 since VR works wall with
Nikon's extenders, but unforiunately the jest results do not encourage this step. My
80-400 is still far batter al 400mm than my 70-200 + TC-20E, even i the combeo is
stopped down to f/11. Flease bear in mind that the 80-400 renders slightly better
parformance at 5.6 than my AF-5 400/2.0 ot 2.0, so this really is a good lans! Pecple
koaop aeking me te deliver my pareonal order of 400mm lone perfermance, to hora

you are:

1. AF-5 400/2.8 of {/5.6

2. AF-5 300/2.8 + TC 14E at f/4

4. AF YE 80-400 at 5.6

4. AF=5 YR 70-200,2.0 + TC-20E and
5 AF-5 80-200,2 8 D+ TC-20E.

All results are obtained with o Nikon D1X body, but as they are very close to those |
recaived with my F5 | assume that they can be adcpted for film cameras Yes, | know,
| forgot Mikon's AF-5 300/4 + TC-14E, but | can hardly afford another goldan MNikon
box in my study...

sctually my AF-5 80.200,2 8's basic drawback was its mizzsing VR feature, oz | shoot
frequantly in low-light condifions such as theaters. Thus | was forced to use my
monopod which was really annoying. Mot just for me bud also for the paopls sitting
naxt to me. Try changing your lens mounted en a monoped sitfing on your namow
seal literclly trapped betwean two pecple and you'll understond why! Now everything
i smoother and more relaxing! By the way the finder view is relaxing too: Everything
loroks stable as if your combo was movnted on a sturdy triped! Actually | monoged to
get tack sharp result down te 1/15 soc ot 200mm, just os Mikon promized. VR has
also become a lot quieter whan compared to my 80-400s VR. By the way D-5LRs ara
tha bast partners for VR lenses as you can immediately check if your shutter spaac
was correct due to these cameras' displays. Thus | gradually found out which shutter
speads | can use with whatever combination of extender. Simply great!

¥Whan mountad on a triped you sheuld turn VR off as Miken recommends. | got

blurred shots evan ot fost speeds. But on my monopod everything worls nice. | then
thought tha new ACTIVE MODE could be used any time, just in case. Wrong! I worls
bast whan tha effect of comera shoke is really vigorous, for axomple if you shoot from
a boat or car. if yov yeurself are not moving while photegraphing (which is the nermal
procedure) ACTIVE MODE will blur your images.



After such a bundle of pres | have difficulty in finding a real drewback of this lana.
On tha internet | found one review complaining about strong ghosting and flare. |
thought "Ch goodness, | do a lot of phetographing in difficult lighting situations like
on concarts with lots of spotlights, will | ke able to use this lens at oll2" Mo problem
reallyl My first assignmeant with this lens took me to tha Stuttgart Schlevarhalle to
shoot a big concert with what | may describe as ‘worst case of lighting'. Lots of hard
spotlights, powerful backlights, constant change of light sources. ‘What can | say#
Tha 70.200 did extramealy wall despite its 21 alements! Of course thare wera
situations of flare and ghost raflections of the aperture, but they weren't more
prominent than with my AF-5 80-200/2.8 nor ware they difficult to control. At laast
in my work environmant this new lens dees a graat job.

But | finally found the drawback, although it's a minor one: the lens hood. Smallar
and lightar thon it's pmdacassar's it is fixad aosily and can ba lorkad o prevant it
from coming off again. But "Ay there's tha rub® as Hamlet would exclaim ir his famous
spaach: this lithe locking butten cf the petal-shaped hood can be deprassed too easily
and ie placad on the left-hand sice of the lane. Exaclly the side | and moet of my
colleagues put the camera down when thare is a short breck. H is the only position

to easily seize your camera's grip again whan you will have to work on. And if the
placa you put your cameara on is net aven or you touch this lecking button your
HB-22 will come off. So Nikon enginaers did a greal job but forgot te really work
with this lens, although they had one year since they introduced the first pre-
production model.

Anyway, as | mentioned above this is a miner issue and in my opinion this AF-5
F0-200/2.8 was really worth the wait!

UPDATE 21,/04,/2003

In the meantime | found out that the AF-5 B0-200/2.8's HB-17 providas perfect
protection (no vignetting with D1X) and never comes off. O.k., it doesn't look as cool
as the original HB-29, but who cares?

| also found out that | can get sharp results at 1/4sec with 200mm in ACTIVE mode
of VR. Fantastic!
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